


Bangkok must be one of Asia’s most vibrant and exciting metropolises! It is not only home to 
some of Thailand’s most important historical sites but at the same time boasts a number of 

innovative restaurants, cutting-edge galleries, and shopping centers. Spend two days exploring 
this amazing city, traveling as a local would, by river taxi, tuk-tuk, and sky train to see the 

highlights and enjoy some time on the river to catch a glimpse of everyday life along the shores. 
Then leave the city behind and journey to Sukothai for a chance to view hundreds of majestic 
Buddha statues in its renowned historical park. Continue on to the northernmost part of the 

country, to the Golden Triangle, where Thailand, Laos, and Myanmar meet where you will find 
some of the country’s most spectacular scenery dotted with ethnic hill tribe villages. At the end, 

return to Bangkok for a final night. !!
Day 1 | Bangkok !
Upon arrival in Bangkok, you will be met and transferred to the hotel. !
Accommodations: Peninsula Hotel !!
Day 2 | Bangkok !
Accompanied by your guide, a full day of sightseeing awaits, starting with a river taxi 
ride to Wat Arun also known as the Temple of Dawn named after the Indian God of 
Dawn, Aruna. Looking at Wat Arun from the river, it is one Bangkok’s most impressive 
temples with serene temple grounds that allows you to forget about the hustle and 
bustle of the city.  !
Next, cross the river and wander through the Amulet Market to the Grand Palace. An 
essential destination for all visitors to Bangkok, it is the major architectural symbol of 
the Thai royal family. Within the palace grounds you will see Wat Phra Keo, commonly 
known as the temple of the Emerald Buddha. This temple contains the sacred Emerald 
Buddha, a dark green statue made of jade that stands about two feet tall. No one is 
allowed near the statue except the king, who conducts rituals at the temple throughout 
the year.  !
Following the Grand Palace, a short walk will bring you to the renowned Wat Pho 
Temple. This fascinating temple combines history, medical science, and religious 
practice within its spacious grounds. Wat Pho has gained international recognition as a 
meditation center and for its traditional Thai massage, both of which are taught and 
practiced hereIt is a great place to get a traditional massage and it is inexpensive. Also 



within the complex lies the golden Reclining Buddha. At 46 meters long and 15 meters 
high, it is the largest Buddha image in Thailand.  !
This afternoon embark on a private boat ride through the city’s famous 
“klongs” (waterways) offering a unique glimpse into life by the river and revealing 
traditional Thai housing surrounded by abundant gardens.  !
Accommodations: Peninsula Hotel 

Day 3 | Bangkok !
In the morning catch a tuk-tuk and head to Chinatown, an area of Bangkok packed with 
market stalls, street-side restaurants, Chinese medicine shops and jewelry stores. From 
here make your way to the Flower Market, where roses, daisies, and countless tropical 
flowers in every color can be found.  !
After lunch take the sky train to Jim Thompson’s House, one of the best examples of 
traditional Thai residential architecture, featuring a wonderful collection of Southeast 
Asian art. Jim Thompson was born in Delaware in 1906 and fell in love with Thailand 
while posted as an intelligence agent in Bangkok during World War II. He later made 
Bangkok his permanent home and started a business supplying fine Thai silk to 
overseas fashion houses, single-handedly saving what had been a dying cottage 



industry. His silk company continues to flourish today. With the proceeds of his 
success, Thompson collected an impressive range of art works, and sections of derelict 
teak houses, assembling them into a teak house/museum complex set in a lush garden 
alongside central Bangkok’s Saen Saep Canal. The main house is full of tastefully 
displayed Asian art including Buddha images, paintings, ceramics and antique 
furniture. The living areas have been preserved as they were when Thompson lived 
there before his mysterious disappearance in Malaysia’s Cameron Highlands while on 
holiday in 1967.  !
Remainder of the day at leisure.  !
Accommodations: Peninsula Hotel !!
Day 4 | Sukothai !
Transfer to the airport in time for an early morning flight bound for Sukothai, 
Thailand’s first capital that once flourished from the mid 13th to the late 14th century. 
This time period became known as the “golden age” of Thai civilization. As a result, 
the religious art and architecture that was developed during this era is considered to be 
the most classic of Thai styles.  



The highlight of any visit to Sukothai is not the actual town itself but rather a visit to 
Old Sukothai, which covers an area of 45 sq. km and is dotted with hundreds of ruins. 
Today, it is an historical park classified as a UNESCO World Heritage site, featuring 
some of Thailand’s most magnificent Buddha statues and classic lotus bud stupas. Visit 
the park upon your arrival and transfer to the hotel at lunchtime.  !
In the afternoon explore the old cities of Si Satchanalai and Chaliang. This area is less 
visited than Sukothai Historical Park and is set among the surrounding hills with a 
more unrestored atmosphere. Enjoy some free time to stroll through these places at 
your own pace.  !
Accommodations: Tharaburi Resort !!
Day 5 | Chiang Mai !
Continue your journey through Northern Thailand as you head to Chiang Mai, which 
was once part of the first true Thai kingdom together with Lanna, Sukothai, Nan and 
Chiang Saen. The area around Chiang Mai is home to Thailand’s hill tribes and is 
known for its scenic beauty. Life in the north is different – easy going and relaxed with 
its own delicious cuisine known for its variety of fresh vegetables, sticky rice, and spicy 
green papaya salad. !
Accommodations: Dhara Dhevi Hotel 
 

Day 6 | Chiang Mai !
Chiang Mai boasts over 300 temples. This morning you will visit some of the most 
important ones such as Wat Chiang Man Wat Chedi Luang and Wat Suan Dawk. Wat 
Chiang Man is the oldest temple in the city, dating back to 1296. It was built with 
massive teak columns and houses two of Chiang Mai’s most important Buddha images. 
Wat Chedi Luang, the Monastery of the Great Stupa is a temple complex featuring as 
its centerpiece a large Lanna-style stupa dating back to the 15th century. Sadly it lies 
partly in ruins due to the damage occurred in the 18th century when Chiang Mai was 
recaptured from the Burmese. Finally, Wat Suan Dawk with its wide, open grounds is a 

“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way of seeing things.” !
- Henry Miller



must see as it houses a 500-year-old bronze Buddha image and some of the city’s most 
beautiful murals.    !
In the afternoon head to Wat Prathat Doi Suthepa, a temple perched on the mountain 
of Doi Suthep that offers an exhilarating view of Chiang Mai. It is situated 3,520 feet 
above sea level, and dates back to 1383. The temple can be approached on foot by 
climbing a steep Naga staircase made of 290 steps. Alternately, travelers may ascend to 
the top by cable car.  !
In the evening, after dinner, enjoy some time to stroll through the lively Night Market, 
open until long past midnight.  !
Accommodations: Dhara Dhevi Hotel !!
Day 7 | Chiang Rai !
After breakfast begin the drive towards Thailand’s famous “Golden Triangle”, stopping en route 
at Chiang Dao Cave for a visit to a local hill tribe. Continue on to the town of Thaton in time 
for lunch before boarding a longtail boat for a three hour trip down the Kok River. Along the 
way visit the Lahu Village of Pah Tai. Your car and driver will be waiting for you and will 
continue on to Chiang Rai. 



Chiang Rai province is Thailand’s northernmost province bordering Myanmar and Laos. The 
town of Chiang Rai is considered the “gateway to the Golden Triangle”. Here you will find a 
laid back atmosphere with many guesthouses and small hotels catering to the large number of 
trekkers that pass through.  !
Accommodations: Anantara Hotel !!
Day 8 | Chiang Rai !
This morning’s destination is the town of Mae Sai and the mountain of Doi Tung. The 
mountain itself is lovely but it is the journey to the mountain that makes it 
worthwhile. The road is winding and narrow and is lined with Shan, Akha, and Musoe 
villages. Opium is still cultivated in this area which is a short distance from the 
Myanmar border.  !
After lunch, cross the bridge to Myanmar and head to Thakhilek. About 3000 to 4000 
people cross this bridge every day, many of them shopping for herbal medicines, dried 
mushrooms, cigarettes, and other cheap imports from China. Spend some time 
strolling through the lively market before returning to the hotel in the late afternoon. !
Accommodations: Anantara Hotel !!
Day 9 | Bangkok !
Enjoy a free morning before your return flight to Bangkok. Upon arrival you will be met and 
transferred to the hotel. !
Remainder of the day at leisure. !
Accommodations: Peninsula Hotel !!
Day 10 | Departure !
Return transfer to the airport.  !
End of services.  !!!



 
 

!!!!!!!!
The above is a sample itinerary which covers the highlights and also takes you off the beaten path. We would be happy to 
discuss your individual travel preferences and amend the itinerary accordingly.  !
Pricing is dependent on your choice of accommodations, time of the year that you will be traveling, the final itinerary, 
and the number of people in your group. !
Should you wish to discuss your individual travel plans to Thailand please do feel free to reach to us via e-mail at 
info@authenticasia.net or by phone at 1. 888.586.9958. 

“The world is a book and those who do not travel 
read only one page.” !

- St. Augustine
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